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REPORT  ON  THE  HEALTH  OF  THE  ISLE  OF  WIGHT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1934. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee  of  the  Isle  of  Wight 

County  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

The  Public  Health  Services  continue  to  grow.  This  record  of  work  done  in  1934  shows  in  most 
departments  an  increase  over  the  work  undertaken  in  previous  years.  While  there  is  no  outstanding 
feature  in  the  returns  the  health  of  the  Island  generally  has  been  satisfactory. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  FAIRLEY. 


County  Hall, 

Newport,  I.W. 
August,  1935. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


(a)  Medical.  (1)  Whole  time. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Tuberculosis  Officer  and 
School  Medical  Officer  : 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  (including  tuber-  \ 
culosis,  maternity  and  child  welfare  and  ' 
school  medical  services)  and  Medical  Officers  j 
of  Health  to  various  districts / 

Dental  Surgeon.  (Schools  and  maternity  and  child 
welfare  services)  ... 

Assistant  Dental  Surgeon  (Joint  appointment  with 
Newport  Borough  Education  Authority) 


James  Fairley,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

W.  Semple  Wallace,  M.C.,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 
D.P.H. 

Havward  Carpenter,  M.B.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 


Leslie  M.  Cartwright,  L.D.S. 

Miss  I.  Halsall,  L.D.S.  (As  from  June  1st,  1934) 


(2)  Part  time. 

Medical  Officer,  Parkhurst  Institution  and  Infirmary...  George  Raymond,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 


The  following  are  District  Medical  Officers  under  the  Poor  Law  Acts  and  Public  Vaccinators  : — 


Brading  District  ... 
Carisbrooke  „ 

Cowes  „ 

Godshill  „ 

Ryde  „ 

North  Shorwell  Dist. 
South  Shorwell  „ 


Alec.  Barber,  M.B.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Arthur  A.  Straton,  M.D.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  F.R.C.S. 
Arthur  E.  Hay,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Reginald  T.  Cooke,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Thomas  Sim,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Harvey  Henry  Welch,  M.B.,  B.S.,  F.R.C.S.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 
A.  H.  Newton,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 


Newport,  South 
Arreton  and  Whip- 

pingham  Districts  Stanley  Foster,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  L.R.F.P.S. 

Yarmouth  District...  Harold  Y.  Mansfield,  B.A.,  M.D.,  B.Ch.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 


(b)  Others.  (1)  Whole  time. 

County  Nursing  Superintendent.  (Joint  appointment  by 
County  Council  and  County  Nursing  Association) 

Dental  Attendant 

(2)  Part  time. 

Public  Analyst  

Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses 


Miss  S.  J.  Lambert,  R.R.C.,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B.Cert. 

As  from  June  1st,  1934 — 

Miss  A.  G.  Mitchell,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B,  Cert. 

Miss  F.  Willis,  S.R.N. 

S.  Emsley,  Esq.,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C.  (Public  Analyst  to 
Southampton  County  Borough). 

The  nurses  of  20  various  District  Nursing  Associations. 


Table  I.— 

-General  Statistics. 

Sanitary  Authority. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Area 
in  Acres 

Population 
at  1931 
Census. 

Registrar 
General’s 
Estimate 
of  Population 
for  1934. 

Structurally 
Separate 
Dwellings 
occupied  at 
1931  Census. 

Number  of 
Families  or  Sep- 
arate Occupiers 
1931  Census. 

Rateable 

Value, 

up  till  April, 
1935. 

Estimated 
Product  of 
Id.  Rate. 
1934-35. 

I.W.  Rural  Dist. 

Dr.  W.  S.  Wallace 

58127 

16538 

15700 

4472 

4533 

103801 

401 

Cowes  U.D. 

Dr.  W.  S.  Wallace  ... 

5542 

16022 

15320 

4246 

4419 

93621 

353 

Newport  M.B. 

Dr.  W.  S.  Wallace 

15530 

18864 

19810 

4274 

4397 

115705 

435 

Ryde  M.B. 

Sandown  - Shanklin 

Dr.  Hayward  Carpenter 

7876 

18472 

17800 

5056 

5210 

134909 

503 

U.D 

Dr.  Hayward  Carpenter 

3509 

11615 

10900 

2740 

2839 

125211 

485 

Ventnor  U.D. 

Dr.  R.  T.  Cooke 

3562 

6943 

6270 

1712 

1750 

62511 

238 

Whole  County 



94146 

88454 

85800 

22500 

23148 

635758 

2415 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Table  II. — Vital  Statistics  of  all  Districts — 1934. 


Area. 

Rural 

District. 

j Cowes. 

Newport 

Ryde. 

Sandown 

Shanklin 

Ventnor. 

Whole 

County. 

England  & 
Wales  : Rate 
per  1,000. 

(Live)  Birth-rate  per  1,000 
population 

12'4 

10'6 

I 12'3 

11 ’9 

10'9 

7'8 

11 '4 

14‘8 

No.  of  Live  Births 

194 

163 

244 

212 

119 

49 

981 

Males  

110 

78 

129 

110 

62 

22 

511 

Females  

84 

85 

1 15 

102 

57 

27 

470 

Legitimate  : Males 

106 

77 

121 

104 

57 

21 

486 

Females 

81 

80 

108 

93 

56 

25 

443 

Illegitimate  : Males 

4 

1 

8 

6 

5 

1 

1 

25 

Females  ... 

3 

5 

7 

9 

2 

27 

No.  of  Stillbirths 

9 

10 

14 

10 

3 

3 

49 

Males 

2 

6 

11 

5 

2 

26 

Females 

7 

4 

3 

5 

1 

3 

23 

Still  Birth-rate  per  1,000  total 

(live  and  still)  births... 

44'3 

57'8 

54'3 

45 ‘0 

24'6 

577 

47'5 

Legitimate  : Males 

2 

6 

11 

5 

1 

25 

Females 

7 

3 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

18 

Illegitimate  : Males 

1 

Females 

1 

i 

1 

? 

5 

Total  No.  of  Deaths 

206 

192 

217 

247 

135 

98 

1095 

Males 

106 

87 

101 

111 

56 

48 

509 

Females 

100 

105 

1 16 

136 

79 

50 

586 

Crude  death-rate  per  1,000  ... 

13d 

1 2*5 

iro 

1 3*9 

12 '4 

1 5 '6 

1 2'8 

Comparative  factor 

73 

79 

‘81 

'69 

73 

71 

75 

Comparative  death-rate 

9’6 

9‘9 

8‘9 

9'6 

9'0 

iro 

9'6 

1 1’8 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year 

of  age  per  1,000  live  births 

567 

42’9 

287 

42'4 

33'6 

40‘8 

40'8 

59'0 

Total  Infant  Deaths 

11 

7 

7 

9 

4 

40 

No.  of  Deaths  of  Legiti- 

mate  : Males 

7 

5 

3 

1 

2 

18 

Females 

3 

2 

4 

6 

2 



17 

No.  of  Deaths  of  Illegiti- 

mate  : Males 

1 

) 

3 

Females 



2 



2 

Number  of  Women  dying  in 
or  in  consequence  of  child 
birth — 

(a)  From  Sepsis 

— 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— 

5 

(b)  From  other  causes  ... 

1 

— 

2 

| 

— 

— 

3 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

— 

y 

1 

1 

1 

— 

5 

0'09 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough 

(all  ages)  

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 

0'05 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  En- 

teritis  (under  2 years  of  age) 

— 

— 

l 

— 

— 

— 

2 1 

5'5 

Population — 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate 

15700 

15320 

19810 

17800 

10900 

6270 

85800 

! 

The  total  births  numbered  1030  (1016)  and  49  of  these  were  stillbirths  so  the  stillbirth  rate  was 
4.75  per  1000  total  births.  The  live  births  numbered  981  which  is  8 more  than  in  the  previous  year  (973) 
and  gives  a birth  rate  of  11.4  per  1000  estimated  population  (11.3).  There  were  511  boys  born  and  470 
girls  and  2 more  infant  boys  died  than  girls.  40  infants  died  within  the  first  year  of  life  (34),  giving1 
an  infant  mortality  rate  per  1000  live  births  of  40.8  (34.9)  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  being 
59.0.  Of  the  40  deaths,  35  were  of  legitimate  infants,  i.e.  at  the  rate  of  37.7  per  1000  legitimate 
births  ; and  5 were  of  illegitimate  infants,  which  among  52  illegitimate  births  gives  a death  rate  of 
96.1  per  1000  illegitimate  births.  (In  the  previous  year  51  illegitimate  infants  were  born  and  2 died). 
Twenty-eight  infant  deaths  were  ascribed  to  congenital  debility  and  premature  birth  (20)  and  of  the 
other  12  infant  deaths,  1 was  caused  by  whooping  cough  and  1 by  non-pulmonary  tuberculous  disease. 
Two  each  were  caused  by  measles,  syphilis  and  diarrhoea  and  4 were  due  to  other  causes. 

There  were  1095  deaths  during  the  year  which  compares  with  1218,  1190  and  1147  in  the  three 
previous  years.  The  deaths  outnumbered  the  live  births  by  114  so  the  natural  decrease  of  the  popula- 
tion was  1.3  per  1000.  (In  the  previous  year  the  decrease  of  th|e  population  was  2.8  per  1000  with 
an  excess  of  245  deaths  over  births).  The  crude  death  rate  for  the  Island  was  12.8  per  1000  popula- 
tion (14.1  while  the  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.8  but  these  figures  are  not  com- 
parable until  allowance  has  been  made  for  local  differences  in  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the 
population.  To  make  this  adjustment  the  crude  rate  12.8  has  to  be  multiplied  by  0.75  giving  a 
comparative  death  rate  of  9.6  for  the  Island  which  is  18  per  cent,  below  the  national  average.  The 
factor  by  which  the  crude  death  rate  in  each  area  must  be  multiplied  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  com- 
parative death  rate  is  shown  in  Table  II.  but  comparison  between  the  various  Districts  must  not  be 
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pressed  too  closely  because  of  the  small  populations  involved.  As  was  pointed  out  in  last  year’s  report 
the  figures  for  the  various  districts  are  not  comparable  with  those  of  previous  years  because  this  is 
the  first  complete  year  for  which  figures  can  be  given  since  the  re-distribution  of  areas.  The  deaths 
of  persons  over  64  years  of  age  numbered  677  (770)  and  constituted  6T8  per  cent,  of  the  total 
deaths  ^63.2)  and  naturally  the  diseases  of  the  older  age  periods  cause  here  a higher  proportion  of 
the  deaths  than  they  do  in  a younger  population.  The  deaths  from  cancer  numbered  149  compared 
with  191  and  171  in  the  two  previous  years.  Influenza  caused  21  deaths  (65)  and  105  were  caused  by 
bronchitis,  pneumonia  and  other  respiratory  diseases  (98).  Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system  caused 
40  deaths  (45)  and  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  13  (6).  Eight  deaths  were  due  to  suicide  (17)  and  21 
to  other  forms  of  violence  (29).  Diabetes  caused  15  deaths  (25). 


Table  III. — Causes  of  Death  in  the  Administrative  County  During  the  Year  1934,  relating  to 

Civilians  only,  at  Different  Periods  of  Life. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All  Ages. 

0. 

1. 

2 to  4. 

5 to  14. 

15  to  24. 

25  to  44. 

45  to  64. 

65  to  74. 

75  & over. 

All 

Causes 

1095 

40 

5 

12 

15 

21 

74 

251 

270 

407 

1 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Measles 

5 

2 



1 

2 

— 



— 

_ 



3 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 











1 







4 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

3 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Diphtheria 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

6 

Influenza 

21 

— 



— 

1 

4 

9 

3 

4 

7 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

4 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

8 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

40 

— 

— 

— 

. 

9 

10 

20 

1 

— 

10 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

13 

1 

— 

— 

2 

2 

? 

5 

— 

1 

11 

Syphilis 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 



12 

General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane, 
Tabes  Dorsalis 

13 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

149 

— 

— 

1 

— 

i 

5 

53 

43 

46 

14 

Diabetes 

15 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

4 

4 

3 

15 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c. 

94 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

20 

29 

44 

16 

Heart  Disease  

295 

— 

— 

1 

1 

i 

6 

48 

97 

141 

17 

Aneurysm 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

18 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

41 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

15 

23 

19 

Bronchitis 

51 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

7 

39 

20 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  

40 

— 

2 

5 

1 

2 

4 

11 

9 

6 

21 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

14 

— 

— 

— 

1 

9 

2 

2 

22 

Peptic  Ulcer  

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

4 

— 

23 

Diarrhoea,  &c. 

11 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

3 

24 

Appendicitis  ... 

7 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1 

25 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

26 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver,  etc. 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

4 

27 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

33 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

3 

9 

7 

11 

28 

Acute  & Chronic  Nephritis 

35 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

9 

12 

13 

29 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

30 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  ... 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

31 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malforma- 
tion, Premature  Birth,  etc. 

29 

28 



1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

32 

Senility  

50 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

46 

33 

Suicide  

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

3 

— 

34 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

21 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

5 

7 

3 

2 

35 

Other  Defined  Diseases  ... 

80 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

13 

26 

19 

15 

36 

Causes  Ill-defined  or  Unknown  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Taklh  I\'. — Causes  ok  Dkath  in  the  Districts  During  thk  Year  1934,  Relating  to  Civilians 

ONLY  AT  ALL  AGES. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Isle  of 
Wight 
Rural. 

Cowes. 

New- 

port. 

Ryde. 

Sandown- 

Shanklin. 

Vent- 

nor. 

TOTALS 

All 

Causes 

206 

192 

217 

247 

135 

98 

1095 

1 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

Fevers 

2 

Measles 

/> 

1 

1 

1 

5 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

i 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

1 

3 

5 

Diphtheria 





I 





1 

6 

Influenza 

8 

7 

) 

21 

7 

Encephalitis  Lethargies 



l 

1 



1 

4 

8 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 







9 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

system 

10 

6 

8 

11 

3 

2 

40 

10 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

4 

2 

2 

5 



13 

11 

Syphilis 

— 

1 

— 

2 





3 

12 

General  Paralysis  of  the  In 

sane,  Tabes  Dorsalis  ... 









13 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease... 

18 

27 

29 

38 

22 

15 

149 

14 

Diabetes 

1 

l 

3 

6 

) 

1 

15 

15 

Cerebral  Hasmorrhage,  &c... 

22 

18 

20 

15 

13 

6 

94 

16 

Heart  Disease 

55 

47 

48 

74 

40 

31 

295 

17 

Aneurysm 

1 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

5 

18 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

5 

9 

4 

10 

5 

8 

41 

19 

Bronchitis 

9 

14 

17 

2 

7 

2 

51 

20 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

9 

3 

14 

10 

2 

2 

40 

21 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

7 

3 

2 

1 

— 

14 

22 

Peptic  Ulcer 

— 

3 

— 

2 

2 

7 

23 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 yrs.f 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

24 

Appendicitis  ... 

2 

— 

2 

i 

1 

i 

7 

25 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

— 

2 

— 

i 

1 

4 

26 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver,  etc. 

2 

3 

— 

i 



i 

7 

27 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  ... 

10 

4 

7 

1 1 

4 

6 

42 

28 

Acute  & Chronic  Nephritis 

7 

7 

5 

8 

5 

3 

35 

29 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— 

3 

30 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

i 

— 

2 

— 

— 

3 

31 

Congenital  Debility  and 

Malformation,  Premature 

7 

5 

5 

6 

5 

1 

29 

Birth,  etc.  ... 

32 

Senility 

1 1 

6 

1 1 

10 

8 

4 

50 

33 

Suicide 

2 



2 

1 

3 

8 

34 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

6 

l 

7 

3 

1 

2 

21 

35 

Other  Defined  Diseases  ... 

; ; 

9 

17 

1 8 

10 

4 

80 

36 

Causes  Ill-defined  or  Un- 

known 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SEVICES. 


The  heal  til  services  provided  in  this  area  remain  the  same  as  have  been  described  in  the  reports 

for  1930  and  subsequent  years. 

National  Health  Insurance. — The  number  of  insured  persons  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  County  Insurance 
Committee’s  Register  in  1934  averaged  30,437  agaist  30,548  in  1933  and  30,154  in  1932. 

Local  Government  Act,  1929.  The  medical  services  transferred  to  the  Council  under  the  provisions 
of  this  Act  have  not  been  altered.  Parkhurst  Infirmary  remains  under  the  management  of  the  Public 
Assistance  Committee  but  it  should  be  mentioned  that  in  December  your  Committee  approved  a scheme 
under  which  patients  can  be  admitted  to  the  Infirmary  through  your  Committee  and  apart  from  the 
Poor  Law.  Two  patients  were  admitted  under  this  scheme  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

At  the  Infirmary  a new  Kitchen,  a new  Nurses'  Home  and  a new  Mortuary  were  in  course  of 
construction  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Poor  Law  Medical  Out- Relief.  -No  changes  have  been  made  in  the  administration  of  Poor  Law 
Medical  out-relief  since  the  transfer  of  the  service  to  the  Council.  The  number  of  persons  in  receipt 
of  poor  relief  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  in  December  for  each  of  the  last  10  years,  was  as  follows  : — 


6 


Year. 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 


Indoor.  Outdoor.  Total. 

356  ...  1344  ...  1700 

394  ...  990  ...  1384 

371  ...  801  ...  1172 

341  ...  672  ...  1013 

352  ...  632  ...  984 

359  ...  564  ...  923 

360  ...  822  ...  1182 

350  ...  912  ...  1262 

332  ...  916  ...  1248 

316  ...  947  ...  1263 


Institutional  Provision  for  the  Care  of  Mental  Defectives. — There  has  been  no  alteration  in  this 

but  the  question  of  providing  more  accommodation  at  Parkhurst  Institution  is  under  consideration. 


BLIND  PERSONS’  ACT,  1920. 


There  were  130  registered  blind  persons  in  the  Island  at  the  end  of  1934  (125)  of  whom  none 
were  under  school  age  and  5 were  between  5 and  16  years  of  age.  These  are  sent  to  special  schools 
for  the  blind  by  the  education  authorities  and  older  blind  persons  needing  training  are  also  sent  to 
suitable  institutions  by  the  Higher  Education  Committee.  Two  men  were  under  training  at  Portsmouth 
workshops  as  boot  and  shoe  repairers  at  the  end  of  the  year.  There  were  24  blind  between  the 
ages  of  16  and  50  years  and  101  were  over  50  years  of  age.  The  Isle  of  Wight  Society  for  the 
Blind  undertakes  the  supervision  of  these  blind  persons  and  works  in  conjunction  with  the  County 
Council  Scheme.  Financial  assistance  is  given  to  those  in  need,  and  a Home  Visitor  teaches  Braille 
and  pastime  occupations  to  the  unemployable  blind.  At  the  end  of  December  1934,  56  persons  were  in 
receipt  of  an  allowance  from  the  Society. 

NURSING  HOMES  REGISTRATION  ACT,  1927. 


During  1934,  3 applications  were  received  for  transfer  of  registration  under  the  Nursing  Homes 
Registration  Act,  1927.  These  applications  were  granted  and  no  applications  were  refused. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  30  homes  were  registered  : 11  for  maternity  cases  only,  12  for  maternity  and 
other  patients  and  7 for  non-maternity  cases. 

Before  registration  is  granted  in  the  first  instance  the  premises  are  inspected  and  the  applicant 
interviewed  by  a member  of  your  Committee  and  the  County  Medical  Officer.  Subsequent  inspections 
are  made  by  the  Medical  Officer. 

PUBLIC  EDUCATION  IN  HEALTH. 

7 lectures  were  given  to  the  Women’s  Institutes  during  the  year  by  the  medical  staff  on  various 
subjects  concerning  health. 


WATER. 

The  Regional  Water  Committee  met  once  during  the  year.  There  was  some  deficiency  in  the  supply 
in  certain  areas  consequent  on  the  drought  but  no  general  action  was  taken  as  regards  closer  co- 
operation of  the  various  Authorities  pending  the  receipt  of  the  special  report  arranged  for  by  the 
Council  from  Mr.  E.  A.  Sandford  Fawcett,  C.B.,  M.Inst.,  C.E. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Table  V. — Showing  the  Number  of  Samples  from  each  Area  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst  for  Analysis  during  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1934. 


District. 

New  Milk. 

Other  Samples. 

Total.  Remarks 

Arreton 

1 

l 

Bembridge 

1 

— 

l 

Binstead 

3 

1 

4 

Bonchurch 

1 (Id) 

— 

1 

Brading 

1 

3 

Calbourne 

3 (la) 

3 Case  Dismissed. 

Chale 

1 

— 

1 

Cowes 

4 (2d) 

6 

10 

East  Cowes  ... 

2 (Id) 

1 

3 

Freshwater 

7 (Id) 

— 

7 

Godshill 

1 (Id) 

i 

Gurnard 

2 (Id) 



l 

Lake 

3 (2d) 

— 

3 

Nettlestone  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Newchurch  ... 

2 

2 

Newport 

8 (Id) 

8 

16 

Northw'ood 

4 (Id) 

— 

4 

Ryde 

8 (2d) 

11 

! 19 

Sandown 

4 

5 

9 

Seaview 

1 

1 

) 

Shalfleet 

3 (Id) 

— 

3 

Shanklin 

4 (Id) 

5 

9 

St.  Helens  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Totland 

3 

— 

3 

Ventnor 

4 (3d) 

6 

10 

YVhitwell 

1 

— 

1 

Wootton 

3 

— 

3 

Wroxall 

5 (2d) 

— 

5 

Yarmouth 

2 

— 

2 

84  (20d)  (la) 

47 

131 

(a)  Adulterated.  (d)  Dirty. 


During  the  calendar  year,  the  Public  Analyst  examined  131  samples  in  accordance  with  the  Food 
& Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928.  84  of  these  were  samples  of  milk,  7 of  butter,  8 of  cheese,  6 of 
lard,  3 of  margarine,  5 of  sausages  (1  pork  and  4 beef)  and  3 each  of  vinegar,  tincture  of  iodine,  cream 
of  tartar,  liquorice  pow'der.  seidlitz  powder  and  aspirin.  The  drugs  examined  were  all  found  to  con- 
form to  the  requirements  of  the  British  Pharmacopoea.  Two  of  the  3 samples  of  vinegar  contained 
traces  of  copper  sulphate  and/or  lead.  One  of  the  samples  of  sausages  contained  sulphur  dioxide  pre- 
servative in  permissible  amount,  viz.,  203  parts  per  million.  All  the  other  non-milk  samples  w'ere 
genuine. 

Of  the  84  milk  samples.  20  were  found  to  contain  a visible  quantity  of  dirty  debris — in  most  cases 
in  small  amount.  Only  one  milk  sample  is  shown  in  the  Table  as  not  being  genuine.  This  was 
certified  to  contain  4.4  per  cent,  of  added  water  calculated  on  the  minimum  standard  fixed  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  : a second  sample  from  the  samje  source  proved  to  be  excep- 
tionally rich  milk  and  the  magistrates  dismissed  the  case  on  the  grounds  that  there  was  insufficient 
evidence  that  the  milk  was  adulterated.  Two  of  the  milk  samples  from  the  Freshwater  area  were 
rather  exceptional.  The  first  was  certified  to  contain  3.45  per  cent,  fat  and  8.27  per  cent,  non-fatty 
solids  vas  against  the  Ministry’s  minimum  of  3 fat  and  8.5  non-fat, ty  solids)  but  the  freezing  point 
test  showed  the  milk  to  be  genuine.  A second  informal  sample  from  the  same  source  was  16.6  per 
cent,  deficient  in  fat.  The  herd  was  a small  one  containing  only  three  cows  in  milk.  The  farmer 
was  warned  and  the  Agricultural  Education  Officer  visited  and  advised  him.  The  case  occurred  near 
the  end  of  the  year  and  the  subsequent  action  taken  and  the  result  of  legal  proceedings  will  be 
reported  in  the  current  year’s  report. 

'Die  percentage  of  first  samples  which  fell  below  the  minimum  Standard  laid  down  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  was  2.4  (3.2  in  1933).  It  is  very  satisfactory'  to  note  that  the  milk  produced  on  the 
Island  is  shown  by  the  Analyst  to  be  generally  of  a high  standard  and  containing  “ an  unusually 

high  fat  content.” 

Milk  (Special  Designation  Order),  1922  and  1923. — At  the  beginning  of  the  year  one  farmer  was 
licensed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  las  a producer  and  distributor  of  Certified  milk,  and  during  the 
year  another  obtained  a licence  from  the  Ministry  as  producer  and  distributor  of  Grade  A (Tuberculin 

Tested)  Milk. 
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Under  the  County  Council  there  was  one  Grade  “ A ” licence  in  force  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
and  one  other  licence  was  issued  during  the  year.  The  Public  Analyst  has  examined  bacteriological  ly 
3 samples  of  milk  under  this  Order. 

Another  Clean  Milk  Competition  was  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Agricultural  Education  Sub- 
Committee.  Twenty-five  competitors  entered  owning  677  cows  and  the  results  were  of  a satisfactory 
nature  and  proved  again  that  many  farmers  here  are  producing  milk  which  is  within  the  standard 
of  cleanliness  prescribed  for  Grade  “A”  Milk.  7 his  was  already  known:  the  main  object  of  holding 
these  competitions  is  to  show  the  farmers  how  cleaner  milk  can  be  produced  without  any  substantial 
expenditure  but  merely  by  improved  methods  and  in  this  respect  the  competitions  are  most  successful 
and  have  considerable  educative  value. 

The  scheme  promoted  by  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  for  the  provision  of  milk  in  schools  at  a 
cost  of  one  half  penny  per  third  of  a pint  came  into  operation  during  the  year  and  is  now  in  operation 
in  nearly  all  the  schools  in  this  County.  This  measure  should  be  taken  advantage  of  by  the  parents 
of  every  school  child.  It  is  bound  to  have  a good  effect  on  the  health  of  the  growing  generation  and 
it  ought  to  succeed  because  if  the  habit  of  drinking  more  milk  is  established  it  is  not  only  the  milk  pro- 
ducing industry  which  will  benefit  but  the  health  of  the  whole  community. 

Milk  and  Cream  Regulations,  1912  and  1917. — The  following  particulars  refer  to  the  administration 
of  the  Public  Health  (Milk  and  Cream)  Regulations,  1912  and  1917,  during  the  year  1934  : — 

1. — Milk  : and  cream  not  sold  as  preserved  cream  : — 

Number  of  samples  examined  for  the  Number  in  which  preservatives 


presence  of  preservatives — 

were  reported  to  be  present — 

Milk 

84 

0 

Cream 

0 

0 

2.— Cream  sold  as  preserved 

cream  : — None  examined. 

UNDER  7'HE  TUBERCULOSIS  ORDER,  1925,  of  the  Ministry'  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  120 
(73)  animals  were  examined  and  reported  upon  by  the  Veterinary  Inspectors.  These  included  94 
cows  in  milk  and  22  other  cows  or  heifers  and  4 other  bovine  animals.  In  1 (6)  case  in  which 

examination  was  called  for,  the  presence  of  tuberculosis  was  not  confirmed  by  the  Veterinary  Surgeon. 
119  animals  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis  (67),  of  which  7 were  classed  as  tuberculosis 
of  the  udder,  69  were  tuberculous  emaciation,  and  43  other  forms  of  tuberculous  disease. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Table  VI. — Notifications  made  to  Medical  Officers  of  Health  during  the  52  weeks 

ended  29th  December,  1934. 


Isle  of 
Wight 
Rural 
District. 

Cowes. 

Newport. 

Ryde. 

Sandown- 

Shanklin. 

Ventnor. 

Totals. 

Small  Pox 















(-) 

Scarlet  Fever 

16 

li 

18 

19 

46 

42 

152 

(71) 

Diphtheria 

1 

2 

5 

13 

2 

1 

24 

(18) 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

4 

(5) 

Pneumonia 

9 

16 

43 

— 

1 

— 

69 

(37) 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

— 

2 

— 

3 

1 

— 

6 

(4) 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

4 

2 

4 

8 

1 

— 

19 

do) 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(— ) 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

9 

(4) 

Acute  Polio-encephalitis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

(-) 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ... 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

4 

(2) 

Erysipelas 

6 

7 

4 

7 

1 

1 

26 

(17) 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

4 

(1) 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

9 

11 

17 

14 

8 

7 

66 

(58) 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

2 

3 

8 

6 

4 

2 

25 

(16) 

Totals 

49 

59 

102 

77 

67 

55 

409 

(243) 

7'he  notifications  of  infectious  disease  to  the  various  medical  officers  of  health  numbered  409  as 
against  243,  250,  300,  365  and  424  in  the  5 previous  years.  There  were  more  of  all  the  commoner 

notifiable  diseases  in  1934.  There  was  no  case  of  small  pox  for  the  fourth  successive  year.  7'he 

records  show  that  one  case  occurred  in  1930,  12  cases  in  1919,  1 case  in  1905  and  1 in  1902. 

Scarlet  fever  notifications  numbered  152  as  against  71.  56,  60,  66,  121,  154,  188  and  159  in  the  8 
previous  years.  Prior  to  this,  i.e.  for  the  26  years  ended  1925,  the  scarlet  fever  notifications  averaged 
153.8  per  annum.  It  is  not  only  in  this  area  that  scarlet  fever  has  been  more  prevalent  in  1934  but 
all  over  England  and  Wales.  The  seasonal  prevalence  of  scarlet  fever  is  always  greatest  in  the  last 

3 months  of  the  year  and  it  was  in  this  quarter  that  most  of  the  cases  occurred  : thus  in  the  first 

three  quarters  the  notifications  numbered  10,  11  and  13  respectively  and  in  the  fourth  quarter  there 
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were  118.  The  disease  was  most  prevalent  in  the  Urban  Districts  of  Sandown-Shanklin  and  Ventnor  : 
46  of  the  cases  were  in  the  Sandown-Shanklin  area  of  which  40  were  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year 
and  42  cases  occurred  in  Ventnor,  36  of  them  in  the  last  quarter.  15  of  the  19  Ryde  cases  and  13 
of  the  18  Newport  cases  were  in  this  last  quarter  of  the  year.  The  type  of  disease  has  fortunately 
continued  mild  but  as  has  been  frequently  pointed  out  this  very  fact  increases  the  difficulty  of  control  ; 
the  illness  in  sortie  cases  being  of  so  trivial  a nature  that  the  diagnosis  may  be  missed  or  is  not 
made  until  peeling  of  the  skin  is  noticed  : no  doctor  is  consulted  and  it  is  only  through  the  school 
medical  service  that  some  of  these  cases  are  found  when  following  up  absentees.  While  the  bulk  of 
the  cases  are  mild  a few  have  been  more  severely  ill  and  Doctor  Wallace  has  observed  a greater 
tendency  to  mastoid  disease  and  involvement  of  the  cervical  glands  among  the  patients  treated  in  the 
Fairlee  Hospital.  One  patient,  age  40,  died  from  scarlet  fever  in  the  Sandown-Shanklin  district. 


Two  other  notifiable  diseases  caused  by  the  streptococcus  are  puerperal  fever  and  erysipelas  and 
these  also  have  increased  during  1934  although  the  cases  did  not  occur  in  the  same  area  as  scarlet 
fever  has  been  commonest. 


There  were  24  notifications  of  diphtheria  (18)  of  which  13  occurred  in  Ryde  and  5 in  Newport. 
Ten  of  the  Rydfe  cases  were  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year.  One  of  the  Newport  cases  was  fatal — 

a child  age  1 year. 


Four  cases  of  enteric  fever  were  notified  (5)  : one  each  in  Cowes,  Newport,  Ryde  and  the  Rural 
District.  The  Ryde  case  was  one  of  typhoid  fever  .and  the  other  3 were  paratyphoid.  They  all 

recovered. 


The  notifications  of  primary  or  influenzal  pneumonia  numbered  69  (37).  43  of  these  were  in  New- 
port and  16  in  Cowes.  41  of  the  notifications  were  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year.  There  were  40 
deaths  from  all  forms  of  pneumonia  (38),  26  of  these  being  of  persons  over  44  years  of  age.  Although 
influenza  is  not  a notifiable  disease  its  prevalence  can  be  judged  from  the  information  received  from 
the  schools.  There  was  little  influenza  during  1934  : 21  deaths  were  caused  by  it  as  against  65  in 

the  previous  year. 


There  were  25  notifications  of  puerperal  fever  and  puerperal  pyrexia  (14).  These  are  considered 
in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  section  of  this  report. 


Of  the  notifiable  diseases  of  the  central  nervous  system,  14  cases  were  reported  : 9 of  acute 
poliomyelitis  (4)  1 of  acute  polio  encephalitis  (0  and  4 of  encephalitis  lethargica  (2).  These  cases 
were  scattered  over  the  whole  Island.  There  were  4 deaths  from  encephalitis  and  one  from  poliomyelitis. 


Four  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  notified  (1)  ; all  recovering  completely. 


Cases. 

Vision 

un-impaired. 

Vision 

impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Deaths. 

Year. 

Notified. 

Treated. 

At  Home. 

In  Hospital. 

1934  4 

— 

1 attended  as 
out-patient. 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Vaccination. — lire  vaccination  returns  compared  with  those  of  previous  years  are  shown  in  the 
following  table.  No  vaccinations  were  performed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the  Public 
Health  (Smallpox  Prevention  Regulations,  1917). 


Table  VII. 


Year.  , 

1 

Births 

Registered. 

1 

2 

Vaccinated. 

3 

Insusceptible . 

+ 

Dead. 

Unvaccinated. 

5 

Conscientious 

Objection. 

6 

Postponed. 

Removed. 

8 

Unaccounted 

Percentage  not 
Vaccinated,  i.e. 
Columns 

5,  6,  7,  and  8. 

1930 

1117 

328 

4 

36 

687 

7 

18 

37 

67.0 

1931 

1095 

342 

4 

25 

660 

10 

16 

38 

66T 

1932 

1034 

309 

1 

27 

623 

19 

13 

42 

67' 5 

1933 

1081 

309 

3 

43 

682 

5 

28 

11 

67'  1 

1934  | 

960 

300 

1 

26 

567 

13 

30 

23 

65'9 

10 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


Table  VIII. — Showing  the  Number  of  New  Cases  and  the  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


'The  new  cases  shown  in  Table  VIII.  include  all  the  primary  notifications  and  also  any  new  cases 
coming  otherwise  to  the  notice  of  the  medical  officer  during  the  year.  These  last  numbered  21,  11 
being  transfers  from  other  areas  and  the  death  returns  giving  the  first  information  in  10.  The  primary 
notifications  numbered  80  making  up  the  total  of  101  “new”  cases  (81  in  1933,  112  in  1932  and  1 J 8 
in  1931).  71  of  them  suffered  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  (63),  and  30  from  non-pulmonary  tuber- 

culosis (18).  The  deaths  from  tuberculosis  numbered  53  (51).  Forty  of  these  deaths  were  caused  by 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  25  males  and  15  females,  and  13  by  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  ; and  it  will 
be  seen  from  the  table  following  that  the  steady  fall  in  the  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  con- 
tinues but  that  a rise  is  shown  for  the  first  time  for  some  years  in  the  deaths  from  non-pulmonary 
disease.  This  rise  is  accompanied  by  an  increase  in  the  number  of  notifications  of  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis  to  25  from  16  in  the  previous  year  but  it  may  not  have  any  significance  because  it  is 
inevitable  that  variations  from  year  to  year  will  occur  and  these  are  more  noticeable  when  dealing  with 
small  figures.  Five  of  the  13  deaths  occurred  in  Ryde,  4 in  the  Rural  District  and  2 each  in  Cowes 
and  Newport.  Only  3 were  under  15  years  of  age,  one  being  in  the  first  year  of  life,  and  in  7 the 
age  was  over  40  years.  In  6 of  these  13  deaths  tuberculosis  of  the  peritoneum  or  abdomen  was  the 
cause,  4 died  from  meningitis,  2 from  acute  miliary  tuberculosis  iand  1 from  tuberculosis  of  the 
suprarenal  glands. 


Yearly  average  number  of  tuberculous  deaths 
for  the  quinquennium. 

Total. 

Pulmonary. 

— 

Non-Pulmonary 

1901—5 

138 

114 

24 

1906—10 

131 

100 

31 

1911—15 

86 

73 

13 

1916—20 

85 

73 

12 

1921—25 

89 

75 

14 

1926—30 

69 

56 

13 

For  the  year  1931 

60 

49 

11 

193? 

>>  if  >>  ± ? -j  ...  ... 

52 

44 

8 

» » ..  1933 

51 

45 

6 

„ „ „ 1934  

53 

40 

13 

As  already  mentioned,  10  of  the  deaths  were  of  unnotified  persons,  4 of  these  occurring  in  Ryde, 
3 in  the  Rural  District,  2 in  Cowes  and  1 in  Newport.  Five  were  from  pulmonary  and  5 from  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis.  In  one  case  the  diagnosis  was  arrived  at  after  post  mortem  examination  and 
in  two  others  only  in  the  last  stages  of  illness.  Two  of  the  deaths  occurred  on  the  same  day  as 
medical  advice  was  sought  and  in  the  others  the  doctors  were  under  the  impression  that  notification 
had  already  been  made. 
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Table  IX.  summarises  the  changes  in  the  register  during  the  calendar  year. 


Number  of  Patients 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Non-Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

On  Register  at  end  of  1933 

167  1 

26 

45 

50 

212 

176 

Added  during  1934  (new  cases)  ... 

29 

26 

14 

1 1 

43 

37 

Cases  removed  from  other  areas 

2 

9 

— 

— 

2 

9 

Old  cases  re-admitted 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Gross  Total 

200 

61 

59 

61 

259 

222 

Removed  to  other  areas  during  1934 

5 

10 

4 
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10 

Removed — Diagnosis  unconfirmed 

2 

2 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Removed  from  the  Register  as  being  Cured' 

2 

6 

i 

— 

3 

6 

Died  during  1934 

23* 

13 

i 

6 

24 

19 

Died  from  other  diseases... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Totals  to  be  removed  from  Register 

33 

32 

8 

9 

41 

41  . 

Number  on  Register  at  the  end  of  1934 

167 

29 

51 

52 

218 

181 

*One  notified  pulmonary  case  died  from  lion-pulmonary  tuberculosis. 


The  figures  in  tins  table  are  based  on  the  tuberculosis  registers  of  notified  cases  which  are  kept 
by  the  medical  officers  of  health  of  the  sanitary  districts,  so  the  10  deaths  of  unnotified  persons  do  not 
appear  in  the  table  nor  are  transfers  shown  from  one  Island  district  to  another.  The  figures  do 
not  differ  much  from  those  of  the  previous  year.  Thus  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  388 
persons  on  the  Island  notified  as  suffering  from  tuberculosis  (397).  There  were  added  during  the  year 

the  80  new  cases  (68),  the  11  cases  who  came  here  from  other  areas  and  2 who  had  previously  been 

taken  off  the  registers  as  having  left  the  Island  or  lost  sight  of.  19  patients  removed  to  other  areas 
(18:.  45  died  during  the  year  (49),  2 of  these  from  a cause  apart  from  tuberculosis,  and  18  were  taken  off 
the  registers  (19),  the  reason  being  in  9 cases  because  they  were  cured  and  in  9 because  the  diag- 
nosis was  not  confirmed.  At  the  end  of  the  year  therefore  399  names  remained  on  the  register. 

2043  observation  and  nursing  visits  were  paid  to  tuberculous  patients  by  the  district  nurses  for  the 
12  months  ended  31st  December,  1934  (1751).  The  Council  pays  at  the  rate  of  Is.  for  each  health 
visit  and  for  certain  nursing  visits  in  approved  cases  and  the  expenditure  under  this  heading  amounted 
to  £53  6s.  Od.  (£51  4s.  0d.).  i 

No  changes  have  been  made  in  the  Council’s  tuberculosis  scheme.  Patients  suffering  or  suspected 
to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis  are  examined  at  the  dispensary  behind  the  County  Hall  on  Tuesday 
and  Saturday  mornings  from  10  o’clock,  no  appointments  being  necessary.  When  patients  cannot  attend 
then,  they  may  be  given  a special  appointment  or  are  visited  at  home.  78  per  cent,  of  the  notified 
patients  are  under  observation  at  the  dispensary.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  313  patients  on 
the  dispensary  books,  223  of  whom  were  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  90  from  other 

forms  of  the  disease.  50  were  children  under  15  years  of  age  and  263  were  adults.  In  addition,  17 

persons  were  under  observation  at  the  end  of  the  year  for  the  purpose  of  diagnosis  : making  a total 
of  330  on  the  dispensary  books  (327). 

Table  X shows  the  Dispensary  Work  compared  with  previous  Years. 


Bacteriological  Examinations  of  Sputum. 

Year 

New  Persons 
examined 

Dispensary 

Attendances 

Home  Visits 

.. 

For  Tuberculosis 
Officer 

For  Medical 
Practitioners 

1930  ... 

201 

332 

2o8 

in 

161 

1931  ... 

199 

337 

266 

62 

135 

1932  ... 

203 

389 

228 

72 

141 

1933  ... 

188 

380 

188 

50 

178 

1934  ... 

246 

435 

231 

54 

162 

Of  the  246  new  persons  examined,  179  were  referred  by  their  own  doctors  for  diagnosis  or  treatment, 
11  were  transferred  from  other  areas,  and  56  were  examined  as  contacts,  47  children  and  9 adults, 
none  of  whom  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  Of  the  179  persons  referred  for  diagnosis 
or  treatment  114  Were  adults  and  65  were  children.  Fifty-one  of  the  adults  were  tuberculous  (27  men 
and  24  women)  and  11  of  the  children  (7  boys  and  4 girls)  ; 44  suffered  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
and  18  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  of  whom  7 were  adults  (4  men  and  3 women)  and  11  were 
children  (7  boys  and  4 girls). 

Patients  needing  X-ray  examination  for  the  purpose  of  diagnosis  or  treatment  are  referred  to  the 
Royal  National  Hospital  for  this  in  pulmonary  cases,  and  to  the  Royal  Isle  of  Wight  County  Hospital 
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in  surgical  cases  and  for  an  agreed  fee,  a report  is  supplied  with  the  photograph.  During  the  year 
ended  31st  March,  1935,  71  X-ray  examinations  were  made  against  46  in  the  previous  year.  Because 
of  the  growth  in  this  part  of  the  work.  Dr.  Hempson,  the  Medical  Superintendent  at  the  Royal  National 
Hospital,  has  now  arranged  to  allocate  two  sessions  per  month  to  the  X-ray  examination  of  Council  patients 
and  his  services  in  this  connection  are  invaluable. 

One  more  sleeping  shelter  was  purchased  during  the  year  making  a total  of  18  now  in  use.  A few 
of  these  are  in  the  grounds  at  Longford  Sanatorium,  the  others  are  loaned  to  patients  for  their  use 
in  their  own  gardens. 

A daily  ration  of  milk  was  given  to  12  patients  for  periods  varying  from  5 days  to  52  weeks,  during 
the  financial  year  ended  31st  March,  1935.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  2 patients  were  receiving 
grants,  10  were  added  during  the  year  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  4 were  in  receipt  of  milk.  The 
cost  of  this  extra  nourishment  was  £19  11s.  2d.  (£34  Is.  2d.  in  the  previous  year). 

Table  XI. — Showing  the  Total  Number  of  Patients  treated  at  various  Sanatoria  and 

Hospitals  during  1934. 


Sanatorium  or  Hospital 

Resident  at 
beginning  of 
year 

Admitted 
during  year 

Discharged 
during  year 
(me.  Deaths) 

Remaining 
end  of  year 

Longford  Sanatorium 

16 

86 

78 

24 

Lord  Mayor  Treloar  Hospital,  Alton 

3 

1 

2 

2 

Royal  National  Hospital,  Ventnor 

— 

2 

1 

1 

Royal  Sea  Bathing  Hospital,  Margate  ... 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Totals 

21 

89 

83 

27 

Residential  Treatment. — From  Table  XI.  it  will  be  seen  that  of  89  patients  admitted  to  institutions 
during  the  year  (73),  86  were  to  Longford  Sanatorium  (67).  It  is  for  the  treatment  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  that  the  great  majority  of  patients  require  residential  treatment  and  this  is  given  at  Longford 
except  for  those  few  who  need  some  special  form  of  treatment  or  investigation  that  is  not  provided 
there  ; these  are  sent  to  the  Royal  National  Hospital,  Ventnor,  where  2 patients  were  admitted  during 
the  year. 

One  child  with  tuberculosis  of  the  spine  was  admitted  to  Alton  Hospital  during  the  year  and 
another  with  the  same  disease  was  resident  throughout  the  year  ; two  who  had  been  under  treatment 
for  tuberculosis  of  the  hip  were  discharged  with  the  disease  arrested.  Two  patients  who  were  in  the 
Royal  Sea  Bathing  Hospital,  Margate  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  were  discharged  : one  with  tuber- 
culosis of  the  knee  much  improved  and  the  other  with  advanced  tuberculosis  of  the  spine.  Both  these 
patients  were  transferred  to  Longford  Sanatorium  for  further  treatment.  The  knee  case  was  later 
discharged  home  with  the  disease  quiescent. 

Further  details  of  the  patients  treated  at  Longford  Sanatorium  are  as  follows  : — 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Total 

In  residence  on  December  31st,  1933  ... 

6 

4 

6 

16 

Admitted  during  the  year 

29 

19 

38 

86 

Discharged  during  the  year 

20 

18 

35 

73 

Died  during  the  year 

3 

1 

1 

5 

In  residence  December  31st,  1934 

12 

4 

8 

24 

Of  the  73  persons  discharged  during  the  year,  37  had  been  admitted  for  diagnosis  (6  adults  and 
31  children)  and  of  these,  35  were  discharged  as  not  being  tubercular,  one  (child)  as  suffering  from 
abdominal  tuberculosis  and  one  was  transferred  to  the  Royal  National  Hospital  for  further  investigation 
and  treatment.  The  average  duration  of  stay  of  the  73  persons  discharged  was  81  days  (104.4  in 
1933,  94.6  in  1932  and  100.6  in  1931),  but  this  includes  those  already  mentioned  as  not  tubercular. 

The  36  tuberculous  patients  remained  in  the  institution  for  112.6  days  on  the  average.  18  of  them 
were  men,  14  were  women  and  4 were  children.  In  7 cases  (3  men  and  4 children)  the  disease  was 
classified  as  quiescent  on  discharge  ; the  other  29  patients  still  had  active  disease  although  many  of 
them  had  improved. 

The  Sanatorium  beds  were  more  fully  occupied  this  year,  the  number  of  patient  weeks  amounting 
to  1271  as  against  992  and  967  in  the  two  previous  years.  This  better  utilisation  of  the  beds  has 
resulted  in  a fall  in  the  cost  of  treatment  calculated  per  patient  per  week.  This  was  £2  6s.  7d.  for 
the  year  ended  31st  March,  1935,  and  during  this  period  the  patients’  contributions  averaged  4/9  per 
patient  week.  The  corresponding  figures  for  the  previous  year  were  £2  11s.  5d.  and  7/-;  and  for  the 
year  ended  31st  March,  1933,  £2  11s.  lid.  and  5 5. 

The  Matron  at  Longford  Sanatorium  acknowledges  with  grateful  thanks  gifts  from  Mrs.  Barton, 
C.C.,  Mr.  C.  Biles,  Mr.  Blenchynden,  The  Rev.  the  Hon.  W.  E.  Bowen,  C.C.,  Mrs.  Brooking,  Mrs.  A.  E. 
Brown,  Mrs.  F.  Burton,  Messrs.  Burtons’  Stores,  Sir  A.  Gough  Calthorpe,  Dr.  H.  Carpenter,  Mrs. 
Cooke,  Mr.  F.  Dimmick,  Dr.  J.  Fairley,  Mrs.  Willis  Fleming,  Mr.  H.  S.  Guy,  Mrs.  A.  H.  Hughes, 
Mr.  G.  Jones,  Messrs.  Jordan  & Stanley,  Mrs.  Kearley,  Captain  Peter  Macdonald,  M.P.,  Mrs.  Minchin, 
Dr.  R.  Robertson,  J.P.,  C.C.,  Mr.  Rumsey,  Alderman  B.  Sanders,  Mrs.  Strugnell,  Mr.  Urry,  Mr. 
E.  A.  Walmsley,  Mr.  Wheeler,  Mrs.  Wheeler,  Mrs.  Wilford,  Mr.  J.  R.  Wise,  Chale  Women’s  Institute, 
Adelaide  Grove  Sunday  School,  East  Cowes,  Ningwood  & Shalfleet  Women’s  Institute,  Shalfleet  Parish 
Church,  St.  Peter’s  Church,  Havenstreet,  and  the  County  Hall  Staff. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  work  carried  out  at  the  two  treatment  centres  at  the  County  Hospital,  Ryde  and  the  County 
Hall,  Newport  is  summarised  in  Table  XII.  Apart  from  7 patients  transferred  from  treatment  centres 
elsewhere,  100  new  applicants  attended  during  the  year  of  whom  77  were  not  suffering  from  venereal 
disease  (63  per  cent,  in  the  two  previous  years)  : 8 suffered  from  syphilis  (15)  and  15  from  gonorrhoea 
(23).  The  gonorrhoea  cases,  10  men  and  5 women,  were  all  recent  infections,  whereas  of  the  syphilis 
cases  (4  men  and  4 women),  2 only  were  in  the  primary  stage,  4 in  late  stages  and  2 had  congenital 
syphilis.  The  number  of  out  patient  attendances  to  see  the  medical  officers  was  498  in  the  year. 

In  addition  to  these  cases,  4 Island  patients  were  treated  at  centres  elsewhere,  3 at  Portsmouth 
and  1 at  Greenwich  : 2 of  these  were  gonorrhoea  cases  and  2 syphilis.  These  last  are  not  included 
in  Table  XII. 

It  will  be  apparent  from  these  figures  that  there  is  not  much  venereal  disease  in  this  area  and 
the  other  evidence  available  points  to  the  same  conclusion.  The  doctors  and  the  midwives  here  meet 
with  few  cases  and  the  notifications  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  number  only  4.5  per  annum  (10  years 
average). 

Your  Committee  considered  these  facts  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
one  treatment  centre  should  be  able  to  deal  adequately  with  all  the  patients  in  this  area  requiring 
treatment.  It  was  decided  therefore  to  close  the  centre  at  the  County  Hospital  during  1935  and  to 
centralize  the  work  in  Newport  in  the  dispensary  behind  the  County  Hall. 


Tablk  XII. — Relating  to  all  Persons  who  were  Treated  at  the  Treatment  Centres  at  Ryde 
and  at  Newport  during  the  Year  ended  the  31st  December,  1934. 


Syphilis 

Soft  Chancre 

Gonorrhoea 

Conditions  other 
than  Venereal 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

1.  No.  of  cases  who,  on  the  1st  Jan., 
1934,  were  under  treatment  or 
observation  for 

19 

9 

5 

5 

24 

14 

2.  Old  patients  re-admitted  during  year 

i 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

3.  No.  dealt  with  during  the  year  in 
the  out-patient  Clinic  for  the  first 
time  and  found  to  be  suffering 
from 

4 

4 

10 

5 

49 

28 

63 

37 

4.  No.  of  cases  transferred  from  other 

areas 

3 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

_ 

4 

3 

Total  

27 

18 

— 

— 

16 

1 1 

49 

28 

92 

57 

5.  No.  of  cases  discharged  from  the 
out-patient  Clinic  after  completion 
of  treatment  and  final  tests  of  cure 

1 

1 

4 

3 

49 

28 

54 

32 

6.  No.  of  cases  which  ceased  to  attend 
the  out-patient  Clinic  before  com- 
pletion of  treatment  for  ... 

5 

7 

3 

4 

8 

11 

7.  No.  of  cases  which  ceased  to  attend 
after  completion  of  treatment,  but 
before  final  tests  as  to  cure  of 

1 

4 

5 

8.  No.  of  cases  transferred  to  other 
Treatment  Centres  or  to  care  of 
Private  Practitioners 

4 

3 

3 

7 

3 

Died  of  acute  yellow  atrophy  of  Liver 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

1 

9.  No.  of  cases  who,  on  the  31st  Dec., 
1934.  were  under  treatment  or  ob- 
servation for 

16 

9 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

18 

10 

Total — Items  5,  6,  7,  8,  & 9 ... 

27 

18 

— 



16 

11 

49 

28 

92 

57 

10.  Out-patient  attendances — 

(a)  For  individual  attention  by 
the  Medical  Officer  ... 

1 72 

90 

78 

34 

74 

50 

324 

174 

(b)  For  intermediate  treatment, 
e.g.,  irrigation,  dressings,  etc. 

306 

142 

306 

142 

11.  Aggregate  No.  of  “ In-patient  days  ” 
of  treatment  given  to  persons  who 
were  suffering  from 

21 

19 

— 

3 

184 

24 

203 

12.  Examination  of  Pathological  material — 

(a)  Specimens  which  were  examined  at,  and  b\ 
the  Medical  Officer  of,  the  Treatment  Centre 

(b)  Specimens  from  persons  attending  at  the 
Treatment  Centre  which  were  sent  for  ex- 
amination to  an  approved  laboratory 


For  detection  of 

Spirochetes 

Gonococci 

Other  Organisms 

For  Wassermann 
Reaction. 

— 

55 

— 

— 

— 

1 

70 

14 


A.  No.  of  persons  from  each  area  dealt  with  during  the  year  at,  or  in  connection  with,  the  out-patient 
Clinic  for  the  first  time  and  found  to  be  suffering  from — 


Isle  of 

London.  Bristol. 

Ports 

- South- 

Sweden. 

Bourne- 

Totals. 

Wight. 

mouth,  ampton. 

mouth. 

Syphilis 

8 

1 1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

13 

Soft  Chancre 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Gonorrhoea 

14 

— — 

1 

— 

1 

1 

17 

Conditions  other  than  venereal 

77 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

77 

99 

1 1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

107 

B. 

Total  No.  of  attendances  at  the 

out-patient  Clinic  of  all  patients 
residing  in  each  area  

918 

6 2 

10 

7 

1 

2 

946 

C. 

Aggregate  No.  of  “ In-patient  days” 

(one  patient  in  a London  hos- 
pital) 

199 

— — 

25 

— 

3 

— 

227 

87  injections  were  given  of  arsenobenzinc 

compounds  and  ! 

200  of 

bismuth 

preparations. 

CANCER. 

In  certain  cases  of  cancer  the  best 

treatment  is  by  radium 

and 

patients 

from  any 

of  the 

Island 

hospitals  who  require  radium  treatment  can  have  this  as  a rule  most  conveniently  at  the  Royal  South 
Hants  and  Southampton  Hospital  where  there  is  a regional  radium  centre.  If  the  patient  is  unable  to 
pay  the  whole  hospital  costs  your  Committee  pay  these  costs  and  recover  from  the  patient  such  con- 
tribution as  he  may  be  able  to  make. 

During  1934,  12  fresh  applications  for  radium  treatment  were  received.  Eleven  of  these  patients 
attended  at  the  Royal  South  Hants  and  Southampton  Hospital,  but  one  was  too  ill  to  attend  and  died 
within  2 weeks  of  making  the  application.  Of  the  11  patients,  7 received  radium  treatment  at  South- 
ampton, and  other  treatment  was  considered  more  suitable  in  three.  One  patient  who  was  admitted  to 
the  hospital  suffering  from  sarcoma  required  heavy  external  radiation  and  was  transferred  to  the 
Middlesex  Hospital  for  this  special  treatment,  your  Committee  undertaking  responsibility  for  the  cost. 

Six  patients  who  had  previously  attended  at  the  hospital  in  1933,  received  radium  treatment  there 
again  in  1934,  4 as  out-patients  (9  attendances  in  all)  and  2 as  in-patients — each  for  a period  of  10  days. 

The  arrangements  between  your  Committee  and  the  Southampton  Hospital  were  made  soon  after 
the  regional  radium  centre  was  established  there  in  October,  1932.  The  first  patient  under  this  scheme 
attended  in  December,  1932,  and  up  till  the  end  of  1934  the  total  number  of  applicants  under  the 
scheme  was  24.  Before  this  centre  was  established  at  Southampton  your  Committee  paid  the  fares  for 
one  patient  to  attend  a hospital  in  London  for  radium  treatment. 

These  25  patients  did  not  all  receive  radium  treatment. 

4 were  too  ill  to  attend  and  died  soon  after  applying  for  treatment  (3  of  them  in  Parkhurst 
Infirmary). 

2 did  not  suffer  from  malignant  disease. 

1 was  operated  on — surgical  treatment  being  considered  more  suitable  than  radium. 

Eighteen  patients  had  radium  treatment  between  September,  1932,  and  December,  1934.  and  their 
condition  in  June,  1935,  was  as  follows  : — 

8 were  dead. 

5 were  under  treatment  (one  of  these  had  developed  secondary  growths). 

1 was  definitely  improved— the  growth  had  apparently  been  checked. 

4 were  apparently  well. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY. 

At  the  bacteriological  laboratory  the  total  number  of  specimens  examined  during  the  year  was  594 
(640).  The  number  sent  in  from  each  sanitary  district  was  approximately  as  follows  : — Cowes  81,  New- 
port 154,  Ryde,  95,  Sandown-Shanklin  51,  Ventnor  31  and  the  Rural  District  76  ; there  were  38  speci- 
mens from  the  isolation  hospital,  20  from  Longford  Sanatorium  and  48  from  the  venereal  disease 
treatment  centres. 

Further  details  of  the  594  examinations  are  as  follows  : — 
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Total  number  of 
specimens  examined. 

Positive 

Negative 

Sputum  for  tubercle  bacilli — 

For  Medical  Practitioners 

162 

40 

122 

For  Tuberculosis  Officers 

54 

18 

36 

Other  fluids  for  tubercle  bacilli 

11 

2 

9 

Swabs  for  diphtheria  bacilli — 

For  Medical  Practitioners 

173 

20 

153 

Others,  i.e.,  for  isolation  hospital, 
schools,  etc.  ... 

69 

16 

53 

Bloods  for  Widal  reaction  ... 

17 

3 

1 4 

Smears  etc.  for  Gonococci  ... 

65 

17 

43 

Hairs  for  Ringworm  ... 

8 

2 

6 

Other  examinations 

35 

— 

Total  ... 

594 

— 

— 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


Maternity  Services.  —The  maternity  services  of  the  country  have  been  much  discussed  in  recent 
years  and  criticism  has  been  directed  against  these  services  because  there  has  been  a slight  apparent 
rise  in  the  maternal  mortality  rate  in  England  and  Wales.  It  is  unfortunate  that  the  publicity  given 
to  this  subject  in  the  lay  press  should  emphasize  so  persistently  the  risks  of  child  bearing  and  should 
lose  sight  of  the  real  progress  which  has  been  made  ; those  in  close  touch  with  midwifery  work  are 
agreed  that  this  is  causing  much  unnecessary  and  undesirable  anxiety  among  the  mothers  themselves. 
Your  Committee  have  always  taken  special  interest  in  this  subject  and  have  constantly  given  it  sympathetic 
consideration.  From  time  to  time  special  reports  have  been  prepared  on  your  directions  dealing  with 
the  maternal  mortality  and  the  midwifery  services  on  the  Island  and  a great  deal  of  time  and  thought 
have  been  devoted  to  improving  the  services. 

The  facilities  now  available  in  this  County  include  the  following  : — 

1.  — There  are  district  nurse  midwives  available  in  every  area  : your  Council  does  not  subsidise  any 
midwives  directly  but  a grant  of  £365  per  annum  is  made  in  respect  of  their  midwifery  services  to  all 
the  District  Nursing  Associations  employing  midwives.  The  fees  charged  by  the  midwives  are  very 
reasonable  and  are  reduced  if  the  patient’s  circumstances  make  this  necessary. 

2.  — Only  a very  small  proportion  of  the  population  is  more  than  4 miles  distant  from  a doctor 

and  no  part  of  the  county  is  more  than  7 miles  distant.  In  all  abnormal  cases  a midwife  is  bound 
to  summon  medical  aid,  the  doctors  fee  being  payable  by  your  Council  : and  your  Committee  has 

always  encouraged  midwives  to  take  a generous  view  of  this  regulation  and  to  summon  medical  help 

in  all  cases  where  she  is  in  any  doubt. 

3.  — Reds  have  been  provided  at  Parkhurst  Infirmary  by  your  Committee  for  complicated  or  abnormal 

confinement  cases  and  patients  are  admitted  to  these  beds  if  abnormalities  are  anticipated  and  before 
they  develop.  Ante  natal  cases  are  admitted  and  the  number  of  bed's  available  is  sufficient  to  deal 
also  with  normal  cases  who  wish  to  go  there  perhaps  because  the  home  conditions  are  unsuitable  or 
for  any  other  reason.  The  cost  of  this  service  to  the  public  is  not  less  than  £3  3s.  per  patient  per 

week — it  is  probably  considerably  more  than  this-  and  patients  are  required  to  contribute  towards  this 

cost  according  to  their  means.  Admission  is  arranged  on  application  to  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

4.  — All  cases  of  puerperal  fever  or  puerperal  pyrexia  are  investigated.  If  considered  advisable 
arrangements  are  made  for  bacteriological  examinations  including  the  examination  of  throat  swabs  from 
the  medical  attendant  and  midwife.  The  Council  keeps  a stock  of  scarlet  fever  antitoxin  for  issue  to 
the  doctors  if  its  use  is  indicated  as  a prophylactic  or  in  cas|es  of  puerperal  sepsis.  No  charge  is  made 
to  the  patient  for  these  services.  Beds  have  been  provided  for  septic  puerperal  cases  at  the  Fairlee 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  by  arrangement  with  the  Joint  Hospital  Board.  The  County  Council  pays 
a basic  charge  of  £3  3s.  per  week  and  any  additional  hospital  costs  for  patients  admitted  under 
this  scheme  and  if  the  patient’s  circumstances  are  such  that  she  is  able  to  contribute  towards  the  cost, 
she  is  required  to  do  so. 

In  individual  cases  your  Committee  has  paid  for  home  help  and  for  special  nurses  to  attend  patients 

in  their  own  homes. 

In  1931  a Branch  of  the  Midwives  Institute  was  established  on  the  Island  through  the  efforts  of 
Miss  Lambert,  the  County  Nursing  Superintendent.  This  is  supported  by  practically  all  the  midwives 
on  the  Island  and  has  proved  of  great  value  in  providing  practical  lectures  and  demonstrations  on  the 
science  and  art  of  midwifery. 

With  a view  to  providing  still  further  facilities  to  the  Midlives  for  post  graduate  education,  your 
Committee  in  February,  1935  agreed  to  pay  a grant' |od  Bering  the  cost  of  post  graduate  or  ‘refresher’ 
courses  of  two  months  each,  at  the  midwifery  training  centres  for  any  midwives  who  will  take  advan- 
tage of  them. 
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Special  attention  has  been  given  to  the  antenatal  work  of  the  midwives.  A system  of  keeping 
antenatal  records  was  in  operation  here  before  the  Central  Midwives  Board  made  this  a part  of  a 
midwife’s  ordinary  duty.  A leaflet  with  advice  to  expectant  mothers  is  issued  by  the  midwives. 

Dental  treatment  is  provided  free  or  at  very  reasonable  charges  to  expectant  or  nursing  mothers 
who  cannot  afford  to  get  this  privately. 

In  poor  homes  milk  is  provided  to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  in  many  of  the  Welfare 
Centres  an  issue  is  made  of  Virol  or  other  food  tonics  to  necessitous  mothers. 

All  maternal  deaths  are  very  carefully  enquired  into  and  detailed  reports  are  sent  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  for  the  information  of  the  committee  dealing  with  this  subject. 

Midwives.— In  every  district  except  East  Cowes  the  district  nurse  acts  also  as  midwife.  39  midwives 
were  in  regular  practice  during  the  year  of  whom  28  were  employed  by  the  district  nursing  associations 
and  11  were  working  independently  : and  as  there  were  in  addition  11  midwives  who  practised  for 
part  of  the  year  only,  the  total  number  who  notified  their  intention  to  practice  was  50.  The  County 
Council  does  not  employ  any  midwives  but  makes  an  annual  grant  through  the  County  Nursing  x\sso- 
ciation  in  respect  of  the  midwifery  service.  Part  of  this  grant  of  £356  is  retained  by  the  County 
Association  to  cover  the  expenses  of  administration  and  the  remainder  is  distributed  to  the  affiliated 
district  associations  who  undertake  midwifery  work.  The  inspection  of  midwives  is  carried  out  by  the 
County  Nursing  Superintendent  who  made  147  visits  last  year  under  this  heading  of  which  102  were 
routine  visits  and  45  were  special  visits  of  enquiry. 

In  1934  there  were  981  five  births  registered  in  the  Island  including  212  in  Ryde,  which  is  the 
only  local  authority  having  a maternity  and  child  welfare  scheme  apart  from  the  County  Council. 
In  addition  there  were  49  stillbirths  bringing  the  total  number  of  births  to  1030.  A midwife  was 
present  in  844  of  them  or  81:9  per  cent.,  and  so  far  as  our  information  goes  it  appears  that  a doctor 
also  was  present  at  272  of  the  844,  so  the  number  of  births  which  the  midwives  attended  alone  was 
572  or  55.5  per  cent,  of  the  total  (55.4). 

The  midwives  notified  17  stillbirths,  5 deaths  of  child  and  1 death  of  mother,  13  artificial  feeding, 
23  performing  last  offices  and  41  liability  to  be  a source  of  infection,  and  they  also  sent  notices  of 
having  summoned  medical  help  in  237  instances.  An  analysis  of  the  237  cases  shows  that  29  were 
for  the  child  and  208  for  the  mother.  Of  these  last,  76  were  for  complications  arising  during  preg- 
nancy (11  for  miscarriage  or  threatened  miscarriage  and  65  for  other  causes  during  pregnancy)  ; 109 
were  for  causes  arising  during  labour  (26  of  these  being  for  obstructed  or  delayed  labour,  9 for  haemorr- 
hage, 50  for  ruptured  perineum,  and  24  for  other  causes  during  labour)  ; and  23  were  for  causes  arising 
after  labour. 

In  cases  in  which  medical  help  is  sought  by  a midwife  the  Council  is  liable  for  payment  of  the 
doctor’s  fee,  but  it  is  required  to  recover  the  fee  from  the  patient  except  in  necessitous  cases.  During 
the  financial  year  ended  31st  March,  1935,  the  Council  undertook  the  payment  of  the  doctor’,s  fee  in 
129  such  cases,  amounting  to  £219  13s.  6d.  Of  these  129  cases  full  liability  was  undertaken  in  101  ; in  27 
the  patient  was  required  to  repay  part  of  the  fee,  and  in  1 to  repay  the  whole  fee.  The  amount  received 
during  the  year,  including  the  arrears  brought  forward,  was  £13  Os.  9d.,  so  the  net  expenditure  under 
this  heading  has  been  £206  12s.  9d. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  births  attended  by  midwives  compared  with  previous 
years  and  the  proportion  in  which  medical  help  was  summoned  and  the  number  of  these  paid  for 
by  the  Council. 


Number  of  Births. 


Year. 

Total  Births. 

Attended  by 

Mid  wives 
(Dr  also  engaged 
in  some). 

Attended  by 
midwives  alone 
(No  Dr.  present). 

No  summoning 
medical  help. 

No.  in  which 
medical  fee  was 
paid  by  Council. 

Amount  paid  by  Council 
less  repayments  by 
patients. 

Yearly  Average 

* 

* 

1921-25 

1311 

912 

723 

108 

34 

£"42  9 

9 

1926-30 

Year 

1150 

887 

691 

152 

54 

£"59  13 

8 

1931  

1073 

875 

587 

161 

58 

oo 

kO 

0 

1932  

1112 

856 

594 

173 

72 

£113  2 

6 

1933  

1016 

802 

563 

158 

70 

£"92  4 

6 

1934  

1030 

844 

572 

237 

101 

£"206  12 

9 

* The  figures  are  those  for  the  financial  year  ended  31st  March. 


Ante-natal  Care. — The  number  of  ante-natal  visits  paid  to  expectant  mothers  by  the  district  nurse 
midwives  in  1934  was  4670  (See  Table  XIII).  In  addition  1152  were  paid  by  midwives  in  independent 
practice  making  a total  of  5822  ante-natal  visits.  This  represents  an  average  of  7 visits  to  each  of 
the  midwife’s  cases. 

Maternity  Cases  in  Parkhurst  Infirmary. — Through  your  Committee’s  scheme,  22  patients  were  ad- 
mitted to  the  Maternity  Ward  at  Parkhurst,  as  against  13  in  1933,  7 in  1932  and  4 in  1931.  Of  the 
22  patients,  3 were  for  observation  and  these  returned  home  after  a few  days’  residence,  and  of  the 
other  19,  5 were  normal  confinements  and  these  u'ere  admitted  in  most  cases  because  of  unsuitable 
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home  conditions.  The  14  abnormal  cases  had  these  complications  : albuminuria  6,  placenta  praevia  2, 
bad  varicose  veins  2,  small  pelvis  2,  severe  anaemia  1,  mental  complaints  during  previous  pregnancy  1. 
One  of  the  albuminuria  patients  died  24  hours  after  admission — she  had  a still  born  baby.  The  average 
period  of  residence  of  the  other  18  patients  was  28.4  days. 

Puerperal  Fever.-  -Six  cases  of  puerperal  fever  were  notified  during  the  year  and  19  of  puerperal 
pyrexia— a total  of  25  (14  in  1933).  Eleven  were  in  Ryde,  4 each  in  Newport,  Cowes  and  the  Rural 
District  and  2 in  Sandown-Shanklin.  In  20  of  these  cases  the  pyrexia  followed  confinement  at  home. 
Eight  of  them  were  removed  to  hospital  and  of  these  1 died  ; 1 was  too  ill  to  be  moved  and  she  died 
at  home  and  of  the  other  11  nursed  at  home,  one  died  but  the  pyrexia  in  this  case  was  not  considered  to 
be  due  to  causes  connected  with  child  birth.  Four  cases  occurred  in  nursing  homes  ; 2 of  these  completed 
their  convalescence  in  the  nursing  homes  and  the  other  2 were  transferred  to  the  County  Hospital 
where  one  died.  One  case  occurred  after  caesarean  section  in  the  County  Hospital  : she  ultimately 
recovered.  There  are  two  other  fatal  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  whose  deaths  are  included  in  this  year's 
figures.  They  occurred  at  the  very  beginning  of  the  year  and  were  mentioned  in  the  previous  year's 

report.  One  of  these  died  in  Fairlee  Hospital  and  the  other  in  ft  he  County  Hospital  after  treatment 

at  Fairlee.  Of  the  eight  patients  admitted  during  the  year  to  Fairlee,  one  died  three  days  after 
admission  and  7 were  discharged  well  or  much  improved,  their  stay  in  Hospital  varying  between  4 and 
21  days  and  averaging  14.3  days.  The  cost  to  your  Committee  of  the  hospital  treatment  in  the  8 cases 
admitted  this  year  amounted  to  £66  13s.  2d.  In  one  case  the  patient  was  required  to  contribute  £2 
and  in  another  £1  and  in  the  other  6 the  financial  circumstances  were  such  that  no  contribution  to- 
wards the  cost  of  treatment  was  required. 

Four  of  the  5 fatal  cases  were  resident  in  Ryde  and  one  in  Newport. 

Maternal  Deaths. — According  to  the  Registrar  General’s  figures  there  were  8 deaths  of  women 
dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  child  birth  ; 5 from  puerperal  sepsis  and  3 from  other  causes.  This 
gives  a maternal  death  rate  of  7.7  per  1000  births  (5.9).  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  4.41. 
Three  of  these  patients  died  at  home  and  the  other  five  in  hospital,  3 of  them  in  the  Royal  I.W. 
County  Hospital,  1 in  the  Fairlee  Isolation  Hospital  and  1 at  Parkhurst  Infirmary.  Details  of  the  five 
deaths  from  puerperal  sepsis  have  been  given  in  the  preceeding  paragraph  dealing  with  puerperal  fever. 

Of  the  3 other  deaths,  one  was  due  to  heart  failure  following  eclampsia,  one  to  uraemia  of  pregnancy 

and  one  to  pulmonary  embolism  following  removal  of  retained  placenta. 

Dental  Treatment.  During  the  year  74  mothers  were  treated,  and  the  number  of  attendances  was 
497  ; 42  mothers  applied  for  dentures  under  the  Council’s  scheme  and  39  of  these  applications  were 
granted,  the  other  3 being  ineligible  as  they  were  neither  expectant  nor  nursing  mothers.  60  individual 
dentures  were  supplied  and  in  11  cases  dentures  previously  supplied  were  repaired.  In  15  cases  the 
mothers  were  required  to  contribute  towards  the  cost,  and  in  24  payment  was  excused. 

Infant  Mortality. — Excluding  the  212  births  in  Ryde  there  were  808  births  (including  stillbirths > 
registered  in  the  area  administrated  for  maternity  and  child  welfare  purposes  by  the  County  Council 
and  817  of  these,  i.e.,  96.8  per  cent,  were  notified  to  the  County  Medical  Officer.  The  number  of 
infant  deaths  in  this  area  was  31,  or  at  the  rate  of  40.3  per  1000  live  births.  If  the  figures  for  Ryde 
are  included  the  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  whole  Island  is  40.8  34.9). 

Health  Visiting.— No  change  has  been  made  in  the  arrangements  for  infant  health  visiting  described 
in  the  report  for  1930.  The  number  of  visits  made  in  each  district  is  shown  in  the  following  table. 


The  work  of  the  Health  Visitors  in  each  district  during  1934  is  summarised  in  Table  XIII. 


*Arreton 

N ursc 

Bembridge 

)) 

Brading 

>> 

Brighstone 

yy 

Carisbrooke 

yy 

Chale 

yy 

Cowes 

N urses 

East  Cowes 

Nurse 

Freshwater 

yy 

Godshill 

yy 

Newport 

Nurses 

Niton 

Nurse 

Northwood 

yy 

Ryde  District 

yy 

St.  Helens 

yy 

Sandown 

yy 

Seaview 

yy 

Shanklin 

N urses 

Ventnor 

Wootton 

Nurse 

Yarmouth 

yy 

Total 

To  Expectant  Mothers. 

To  Infants  under  1 

Visits  to 
Children  a^ed 

1-5. 

First  Visits 

Total  Visits 

First  Visits. 

Total  Visits. 

10 

29 

3 

24 

80 

5 

56 

12 

153 

123 

13 

145 

17 

208 

234 

12 

120 

12 

128 

101 

44 

267 

68 

318 

303 

12 

128 

8 

131 

58 

51 

276 

75 

337 

400 

15 

54 

46 

318 

379 

55 

268 

49 

343 

414 

20 

188 

12 

56 

44 

102 

816 

186 

938 

1446 

8 

75 

9 

202 

473 

7 

25 

15 

62 

155 

124 

849 

161 

1618 

2273 

15 

176 

23 

164 

277 

46 

266 

70 

443 

553 

ii 

114 

5 

121 

121 

17 

135 

43 

346 

435 

59 

465 

41 

517 

529 

19 

169 

33 

458 

389 

10 

49 

15 

109 

64 

655 

4670 

903 

6994 

8851 

For  6 months  only. 


18 


Table  XIV. — Showing  the  Working  Arrangements  at  the  End  of  the  Year  of  the  various 

Infant  Welfare  Centres. 


District. 

Honorary  Secretary. 

Nurse  in  Charge. 

Address  of  Centre. 

Days  and  Times  of 
Meetings. 

M.O.  and  Times  of 
Attendances. 

No.  of  child- 

ren in  attend- 
ance at  the 
Centres  at  the 
end  of  1934. 

Bembridge 

Mrs.  G.  Wiltshire 

Bennett,  A. 

Church  Room 

2nd  Wednesdays, 

3 p.m. 

County  M.O., 
Monthly 

26 

Brading 

Mrs.  Roach 

Pierce,  E. 

Ditto 

2nd  and  4th  Tues- 
days 

County  M.O., 
Monthly  (4th 
Tuesday) 

20 

Carisbrooke 

Mrs.  Heaton 

Preston,  H. 

Church  Hall 

1st  & 3rd  Tues- 
days, 3 p.m. 

County  M.O., 
Monthly  (3rd 
Tuesday) 

24 

East  Cowes 

Mrs.  Clarke 

Gutierrez,  E. 

Ditto 

Adelaide  Grove 

2nd  and  4th  Mon- 
days 

County  M.O., 
Monthly  (2nd 
Monday) 

74 

West  Cowes 

Mrs.  Churchman 

Preston,  E. 
Moat,  E. 

St.  Mary’s  Hall, 
Mary  Street 

Wednesdays, 

3 p.m. 

County  M.O., 
Fortnightly  (1st 
and  3rd  Wed.) 

81 

Freshwater 

Mrs.  McMaster 

Bowler,  M. 
Rodda,  M. 

Parish  Room 

Alternate  Tues- 
days, 2.30  p.m. 

Dr.  Mansfield 
Fortnightly 

66 

Newport 

Miss  Morey 

Cheverton,  D. 

Church  Hall 

Thursdays 

2.30  p.m. 

County  M.O., 

F ortnightly 

143 

Parkhurst 

Barracks 

Mrs.  Smythe 

Preston,  H. 

Barracks 

Alternate  Thurs- 
days, 3 p.m. 

Officer  in  Charge, 
R.A.M.C. 

43 

Ryde 

Miss  Firth 

Holmes,  G. 

Melville  Street 

Fridays,  3 p.m. 

Dr.  Edwards 
Weekly 

247 

St.  Helens 

Mrs.  Cockburn 

Douglas,  C. 

The  Institute 

2nd  Thursdays, 
2.30-4  p.m. 

Dr.  Elliott 

Monthly 

45 

Sandown 

Miss  Arnell 

Dedman,  E. 

Rechabite  Hall 

2nd  & 4th  Thurs- 
days 

County  M.O., 
Monthly  (4th 
Thursday) 

75 

Sea  view 

Mrs.  Gordon 

Mooney,  A.  M. 

Methodist  School 

1st  Tuesdays, 

3 p.m. 

Dr.  Aston 

Monthly 

32 

Shanklin 

Mrs.  Whitaker 

* 

Fraser,  M. 

St.  Saviour’s  Hall 

Alternate  Tues- 
days, 3 p.m. 

Dr.  Melhuish 

42 

Ventnor 

Mrs.  M.  Sharpe 

Stoodley,  E.  M. 
Adamson,  C. 

Church  Hall 

Alpine  Road 

2nd  & 4th  Thurs- 
days 

County  M.O., 
Monthly  (4th 
Thursday) 

83 

Wroxall 

Mrs.  E.  A.  Forstei 

Adamson,  C. 

Church  Hall 

1st  Fridays 

County  M.O., 
Monthly  (1st 

F riday) 

40 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  1041  infants  and  toddlers  attending  the  15  welfare  centres  and 
their  attendances  during  the  year  numbered  10,690  ; the  number  of  children  who  attended  for  the  first 
time  being  655,  of  whom  455  were  within  the  first  year  of  life.  The  importance  of  the  work  done  at 
these  centres  'wall  be  appreciated  when  it  is  realised  that  dearly  half  the  children  on  the  Island  come 
under  the  (supervision  of  the  doctors  and  nurses  there  before  they  reach  school  age.  The  centres  arc. 
all  rim  by  voluntary  committees  of  ladies  who  give  up  a lot  of  time  to  this  work.  The  council  makes 
grants  towards  the  cost  of  running  the  centres  and  in  addition  (makes  grants  of  milk  to  necessitous 
cases  in  lattendance — either  to  expectant  or  nursing  mothers  br  in  respect  of  the  infants  and  young 
children.  During  the  financial  year  ended  31st  March,  1935,  £113  Is.  lOd.  was  expended  for  974 
weeks’  supply  to  66  cases.  In  the  previous  year  the  expenditure  was  £49  11s.  lid.  for  4731  weeks’ 
supply  of  milk  to  48  cases.  In  addition,  individual  cases  were  supplied  with  cod  liver  oil,  virol  and 
dried  milk. 

The  arrangement  made  with  the  Elementary  Education  Sub-Committee  that  mothers  could  bring  to 
the  school  dental  clinics  any  children  under  school  age  requiring  dental  treatment  has  not  been  success- 
ful in  bringing  many  of  the  toddlers  under  the  supervision  of  the  Dentist.  Very  few  mothers  have 
taken  advantage  of  the  arrangement.  This  is  not  surprising  in  view  of  the  fact  that  dental  treatment 
is  refused  by  45  per  cent,  of  the  school  children  who  are  found  to  require  it  and  it  is  obvious  that 
until  more  of  the  parents  realise  the  advantages  of  sound  teeth,  the  full  benefit  is  not  being  obtained 
from  the  work  of  the  dental  officer. 

Two  children  under  school  age  attended  the  orthopaedic  clinic  at  Portsmouth  and  one  child  suffer- 
ing from  infantile  paralysis  was  admitted  to  Alton  Hospital  for  10  weeks’  treatment. 
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Infant  Life  Protection.-  -The  changes  in  the  Children  Act  Register  during  the  12  months  ending 
31st  December,  1934,  are  as  follows  : — 

On  Register  January  1st,  1934  ...  ...  ...  26 
Added  during  the  year  1934  ...  ...  ...  22 


Removed  during  1934 

To  other  areas  ...  9 

To  care  of  relations...  8 

Over  9 years  of  age...  1 

On  Register  December  31st,  1934 


48 

18 


30 


These  numbers  are  for  the  whole  Island  except  the  Borough  of  Ryde.  During  the  year  182  visits 
of  inspection  Were  made  to  these  children,  39  by  the  Medical  Officers,  143  by  the  County  Nursing 
Superintendent  and  the  Health  Visitors. 


COUNTY  NURSING  ASSOCIATION. 


The  whole  Island  is  covered  by  district  nurses  and  midwives.  * There  are  21  district  nursing 
associations  of  which  19  are  affiliated  to  the  County  Association,  and  these  employ  36  nurses.  Six  of 
them  proride  a car  for  their  nurses  and  1 nurse  possesses  a car  of  her  own  which  she  uses  for  her 

work. 

At  the  end  of  May,  1934,  Miss  S.  J.  Lambert,  R.R.C.,  retired  from  her  post  as  County  Nursing 
Superintendent — a position  which  she  had  filled  splendidly  for  12  years.  She  was  honoured  on  her 
retirement  by  haring  the  M.B.E.  conferred  upon  her.  The  high  standard  which  Miss  Lambert  set 
herself  and  her  nurses,  her  warm  hearted  sympathy  and  her  thorough  practical  knowledge  combined  to 
make  her  an  ideal  Superintendent  and  to  win  not  only  the  respect  but  the  affection  of  her  whole  staff. 
The  new  County  Nursing  Superintendent,  Miss  A.  G.  Mitchell,  took  up1  her  duties  on  the  first  of 
June,  1934. 

Table  XV.  summarises  some  of  the  work  done  in  the  various  affiliated  districts  during  the  year 

ended  31st  March,  1935. 


Nursing  Association. 

Medical 

Cases. 

Su  rgical 
Cases. 

Total . 

Midwifery 

Cases. 

Maternity 

Cases. 

Total. 

Arreton,  Gatcombe,  Chillerton,  Black- 
water,  Rookley,  and  Merstone* 

7 

3 

10 

2 

1 

3 

Bembridge 

86 

19 

105 

5 

4 

9 

Brading  

41 

23 

64 

9 

3 

12 

Brighstone,  Brook,  Mottistone  and  Cal- 

bourne  

67 

74 

141 

13 

4 

17 

Carisbrooke,  Porchfield,  Chillerton  and 
Gatcombe* 

206 

42 

248 

27 

9 

36 

Chale,  Kingston,  and  Shorwell  ... 

45 

41 

86 

6 

7 

13 

Cowes  

286 

166 

452 

28 

28 

56 

Freshwater  and  Totland 

124 

126 

250 

32 

23 

55 

Godshill  and  Wroxall  ... 

20 

; 

22 

18 

5 

23 

Newport  and  Arreton* 

440 

181 

621 

84 

35 

119 

Niton,  Whitwell  and  St.  Lawrence 

75 

1 

76 

2 

3 

5 

Northwood  and  Gurnard  ... 

63 

26 

89 

4 

8 

12 

Ryde  

236 

64 

300 

72 

45 

117 

St.  Helens 

49 

43 

92 

14 

5 

19 

Sandown  and  Newchurch... 

30 

25 

55 

37 

15 

52 

Seaview  and  Nettlestone  ... 

100 

41 

141 

6 

1 

7 

Shanklin  (Queens’) 

170 

26 

196 

14 

4 

18 

Ventnor  and  Bonchurch  ... 

139 

62 

201 

18 

12 

30 

VVootton  Bridge  and  District  ... 

36 

52 

88 

6 

13 

19 

Yarmouth,  Thorley,  Newtown  and 

Shalfleet  ... 

48 

29 

77 

6 

9 

15 

Totals  ... 

2268 

1046 

3314 

403 

234 

637 

*As  from  July  1st,  the  work  in  the  Arreton  district  was  taken  over  by  the  Newport  and  the  Carisbrooke 

District  Associations. 


Other  County  Council  work  carried  out  by  the  district  nurses  includes  the  home  visiting  of  mental 
defectives  under  the  supervision  of  the  Medical  Officer  to  the  Mental  Deficiency  Committee  and  during 

the  year  1934,  64  such  visits  were  paid. 
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METEOROLOGY. 

Mr.  John  Dover,  M.A.,  of  Totland  has  again  favoured  me  with  a copy  of  his  comprehensive  and 
valuable  report  on  the  meteorological  conditions  at  Totland  and  the  notes  following  Table  XVI.  are 
extracted  from  that  report.  The  Ventnor  figures  in  the  Table  refer  to  the  station  at  the  Royal  National 
Hospital  and  have  been  furnished  by  Dr.  Oliver  Hempson,  the  Medical  Superintendent  there.  They  arc 
included  for  comparison  with  Totland.  Mr.  J.  E.  Cowper,  of  Shanklin,  has  also  kindly  furnished  a 
report  on  the  weather  conditions  there. 

For  further  meteorological  information  reference  may  be  made  to  Mr.  Dover’s  full  report  and  to 
the  reports  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the  various  Districts. 

Table  XVI. 


Month. 

Maximum 

Temperatures. 

Minimum 

Temperatures- 

Mean 

Temperatures. 

Rainfall  in  Inches. 

Hours  of 
Sunshine 

Totland 

Ventnor 

Totland 

Ventnor 

Totland 

Ventnor 

Totland 

Ventnor 

Totland 

Ventnor 

January  ... 

457 

5 l’O 

35'8 

31*0 

40'8 

42*0 

2*51 

2*81 

81*5 

77*7 

February 

447 

56'0 

32'9 

26’0 

38'8 

40*5 

0*03 

0*04 

108*7 

112*5 

March 

48'2 

56'0 

37*3 

31*0 

42*7 

43*7 

2*71 

2*76 

147*1 

150*5 

April 

53*3 

65’0 

4F5 

36'0 

477 

48*3 

1*75 

2*46 

152*9 

163*7 

May 

617 

76'0 

46‘4 

38'0 

53'8 

54*3 

0*73 

0*78 

267*8 

271*3 

June 

67'8 

79*0 

527 

47‘0 

59‘9 

60*3 

1*20 

1*25 

240*1 

237*2 

July 

73'2 

84*0 

57'4 

54'0 

65'3 

66*9 

0*43 

0*35 

312*2 

322*9 

August  ... 

677 

76‘0 

55'2 

51*0 

61*2 

62*6 

2*95 

1*75 

225*8 

229*2 

September 

66'2 

77'0 

54'6 

46‘0 

607 

61*8 

2*52 

2*87 

185*8 

191*8 

October  ... 

57‘9 

63'0 

507 

35’0 

54'0 

54*6 

2*10 

2*27 

82*1 

80*8 

November 

49'0 

56‘0 

40'9 

33'0 

44'9 

46*3 

3*25 

4*49 

39*0 

47*9 

December 

52'4 

55‘0 

46'3 

41'0 

49*4 

49*8 

8*70 

8*32 

46*4 

47*7 

Year  1934 

73'2 

84'0 

32'9 

26'0 

51*6 

52*6 

28*88 

30.15 

1889*4 

1933*2 

The  year  1934  was  remarkable  for  its  abundance  of  sunshine.  The  Isle  of  Wight  had  more  sun- 
shine than  any  other  county  in  the  British  Isles  ; and  Ventnor,  Sandown  and  Totlland  Bay  registered 
more  sunshine  than  all  other  British  Sunshine  Stations.  The  sunshine  hours  recorded  at  the  leading 
stations  was  as  follows  : — 


1933. 

1934. 

Jersey  

2176 

Ventnor  Park 

1957 

Ventnor  

2150 

Sandown  ... 

1957 

Sandown  

2141 

Ventnor  Hospital 

1934 

Guernsey 

2134 

Totland  Bay 

1889 

Totland  Bay 

2106 

Jersey  

1876 

Worthing 

2103 

Bexhill 

1853 

The  brighest  month  at  Totland  was 

July  with 

312  sunshine  hours 

and  the  dullest  was  November 

with  only  39  hours,  this  being  the  dullest  November  recorded  by  Mr.  Dover  for  33  years. 

There  was  no  shortage  of  wind  and  while  there  was  absence  of  violent  giales  there  were  may  days 
of  strong  winds  nearly  up  to  gale  force.  The  windiest  month  was  December  whereas  October  is  usually 
the  windiest  month  of  the  year  : and  the  quietest  months  were  November  and  February. 

The  year  was  slightly  drier  than  usual  so  far  as  atmosphere  was  concerned  but  not  so  dry  as  the 
preceding  year.  This  dryness  has  resulted  from  the  abundance  of  sunshine. 

The  rainfall  was  slightly  below  average  and  did  nothing  towards  making  up  for  the  great  deficiency 
of  the  preceding  year.  February  was  the  dry  month  with  only  0.03  inch  fall  instead  of  the  usual 
average  1.99  inches.  December  was  the  wettest  month  of  the  year  with  its  8.70  inches  accounting 
for  almost  one  third  of  the  year’s  rainfall.  Twice  only  in  49  years  has  Mr.  Dover  registered  more 
rain  in  December,  viz.,  in  1914  and  1915. 

The  great  feature  of  the  year  has  been  the  lowness  of  the  springs  which  was  mainly  owing  to 
the  shortage  of  rainfall  during  the  preceding  winter.  Summer  rains  do  not  much  influence  the  strength 
of  springs.  During  the  6 months,  October  1933  to  March,  1934,  the  fall  amounted  to  only  8.85 
inches  instead  of  the  usual  17.02  inches.  This  enormous  winter  deficit  made  itself  felt  during  the  months 
of  August  and  September,  (when  the  demands  on  the  water  supply  are  greatest)  by  giving  us  many 
springs  halved  in  strength  and  some  entirely  stopped. 

Lightning  was  seen  on  6 days  only  at  Totland  and  thunder  was  heard  on  11  days. 

The  sea  temperature  was  38.9  degrees  Far.  at  Totland  on  January  1st  which  is  quite  low  for  so 
early  a date.  On  March  1st  it  was  39.4  degrees.  By  June  24th  the  sea  temperature  was  60.4  degrees 
and  it  kept  above  60  degrees  Fah.  for  106  days.  It  was  66.2  Far.  on  July  22nd  and  as  late  as 
October  7th  was  60.2  degrees.  From  this  date  the  sea  continuously  cooled  down  to  48.7  degrees  Fah. 
on  December  31st,  which  is  very  warm  for  so  late  in  the  year. 


